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Synopsis

The Gambia is one of West Africa’s better-known travel destinations, with an excellent tourist
infrastructure, allowing all areas of the country to be explored with the aid of this thorough guide.
Plenty of information is provided on the ecology and wildlife, especially the superb birding
opportunities the country offers. A wide range of options for travelers to enjoy a luxurious holiday
are included: hotels, golden beaches, music, and dance. For off-the-beaten-track explorers places
such as the Makasutu Cultural Forest, Wassu stone circles, and Berending Sacred Crocodile Pool
are covered.Features include:>Information for both the eco-explorer and mainstream tourist>Strong
coverage of natural history>Anecdotes and personal insight into Gambian culture>Making the most

of a short side trip into neighboring Senegal
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Customer Reviews

". . . offers profound insight into an often overlooked destination."--African Business

Dominated by the river and enveloped by Senegal, The Gambia may be one of the smallest
countries on the continent, but its dazzling personality makes "the gateway to Africa" an alluring
destination.A A The authors lead the reader to the drama of Banjul’s beaches and beyond, into lush
forests that echo with the calls of countless birds and towards mud-walled villages. With this fully
updated guide to the English-speaking republic, you will discover vibrant African markets, the secret

haunts of sleeping hippos, and a diverse and welcoming people.A A *Accommodations: from beach



resorts to river lodgesA A *Gambian customs and cultureA A *Natural history in

depthA A *Excursions upcountry by river and roadA A *Short trips to Senegal

This is the most carefully and accurately written travel guide, and thus the most useful, that | have
encountered in nearly four decades of traveling. It is also the most sensitive statement of The
Gambia and its people | could imagine. | have been visiting the country since the mid-1970s, and
was just there in early 2003. | found out that Emms and Barnett are respected wildlife experts who
have taken up residence in The Gambia who advise the Gambian government, when it will listen, on
matters pertaining to wildlife, ecology, and conservation. They care about The Gambia and its
people. What all of this means for travelers is that they have recently visited each restaurant, hotel,
and museum (and bar) they write about, driven each road, bartered for each item purchased. For
every place | visited, over two months, their advice was on the money. And | would purchase the
book even if not traveling, because it gives a wonderfully accurate sense of Gambian history and
culture. My hat is off to Emms, Barnett, and the Bradt folks for giving us this book. Don’t leave home

(for The Gambia) without it.
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